Primary Health Care Services - Summary

Due to the crucial role played by the primary health care in providing curative and preventive
services, Ministry Of Health has put great emphasis in to expanding the health centers network and
up grading the quality of health services and reinforcing it by allied services.

During 2002, the number of visits has reached (2,424,341) visits to the Family Practice clinics and
(186,139) visits to the dental clinics with an increase of 5.5% and 6.7% respectively compared to
2001. The Ministry put its maximum effort to enable all citizens and residents to get the health
services easily through several steps such as increasing the working hours in some health centers
like expanding the working hours in Sh. Salman Health Center in the evening for 4 hours since
13/7/2002 or through planning for building new health centers, as the final plans for Al Dair and
Zallaq Health Centers already being done

Ministry of Health has continued to promote Maternal and Child Health Services (MCH), thus
more antenatal doctors has been trained on performing ultrasound examination and eight more
health centers has been equipped with ultra sound devices. Furthermore due to the increasing
number of visits to Jidhafs and Budeiya health centers as it has reached (17,852) visits for Jidhafs
and (13,466) visits for Budeiyas, MCH sections have been expanded for both health centers. Due to
the impact of reproductive health on the individuals and community health status, primary Care
aims at raising the coverage of family planning and post-natal services through education and
raising the awareness among ladies about importance of these services. Meanwhile a campaign for
early detection of breast cancer among schoolteachers has been launched with the cooperation of
the school health committee in the ministry.

In the same context the MOH supports preventive services given through the dental section with
fissure sealant programme already covering 1700,000 child, and the preventive dental services
given for pregnant ladies, elderly and the handi-caped. Recently, a project for giving preventive and
treatment services for persons, with special need has been started.

Efforts to facilitate the procedures for clients have been going on, through cooperation of Health
Information Director ate (HID) to connect extra health centers to the network as connection of
Sh.Salman and Aali Health Centers has been accomplished, and connecting National Bank of
Bahrain Health center is going to be accomplished soon. It is planned to connect all health centers
within the network by the end of next year.

It was only through the cooperation between all those working in Ministry Of Health and the users
that health services reached this high level of performance. So we would like to thank all of those
who have worked and will continue to work to develop the health sector to reach the level we hope
for.
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