Foreword

It is my pleasure to present the 2007 Health Statistics Report, the first national report in
my tenure as Minister of Health. It comes as a continuation to the exceptional
contributions and accomplishments of my predecessors. Today, we are facing increasing
threats to health security and stability including sudden concussion exposed to health and
the economy globally. New diseases emerged at the historically unprecedented
humanitarian emergencies as a result of climate, economic and political changes around
us. In addition, there are increasing demands to address those challenges effectively.
Those challenges urged World Health Organization to adapt the slogan "more secure
future" for the 2007 world health day. Countries' efforts should therefore be focused on
health promotion and concepts to protect ourselves from the challenges of the escalating
cost of health services.

Achievements of 2007 were based on our strategy "health gains principle". This can be
easily witnessed in establishing a coherent national health system with solid
infrastructure. As well as, strengthening our capacities effectively and efficiently,
building competencies, filling in gaps and reducing barriers. Beside all the above, It is to
overcome challenges and sustain achievements to meet basic health needs. Nevertheless,
we are proud of the great gains we achieved today. Bahrain was ranked internationally 41
among 177 countries as per the 2007 United Nations human development report, and the
fourth place among Arab Countries.

In fact, we feel proud and satisfied in looking toward the future with optimism and great
confidence. We are determined to continue our comprehensive development plan and
initiatives under the strong leadership of His Majesty the King, the wise guidance of
H.H. the Prime Minister, and the continued support of His Royal Highness the Crown
Prince. May God bless them all.

This annual report will highlight the most important accomplishments in 2007. The
presented figures reflect our philosophy and future vision clearly based on health
investments. This includes participations of private, public sectors, and the community in
the health field, and sharing the burdens of the cost of providing health services in all vital
areas such as development of human resources, preventive and curative health care
services, community health, school health, primary health care and other vital health
services.
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I am very confident that we will overcome the obstacles that hinder our progress in our
stride for further advancement in health services. We will achieve the desired goals and
implement our planned projects under the wise policy and directives of our government
with joint efforts of all parties. One of our main priorities is to support and fulfill the
health needs of every citizen and resident. There is no doubt that these achievements will
be witnessed by everybody.

It gives me great pleasure to extend my thanks and gratitude to all health workers for
their efforts and willingness to address all challenges no matter how immensely, and
effectively overcoming them. I wish them continued success and good health. May God
bless us in achieving our goals.

Dr. Faisal Yacob Al Hamer
Minister of Health
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